
From July 2007 Government will provide higher funding rates to early childhood services that 
offer free early childhood education. The funding will be available for 3 and 4 year old 
children attending teacher-led services, for up to 20 hours per week and for a maximum of 6 
hours per day. Services will not be able to charge fees for those 6 hours per day, but may 
wish to charge for additional hours and/or for specific costs like provision of lunches. 

A series of roadshow meetings, “webinars”, and web conferences were held during October 
and November last year, at which the Ministry explained how the new initiative would work. A 
further series are to be held from February this year at which services will be schooled up on 
how to implement Free ECE in their service. 

    

Rates to be paid to services offering Free ECERates to be paid to services offering Free ECERates to be paid to services offering Free ECERates to be paid to services offering Free ECE    
In December last year the Minister of Education put out a press release in which he 
announced the rates that would be paid to services offering Free ECE. (INSERT LINK) 

 

Information and Training on FreeInformation and Training on FreeInformation and Training on FreeInformation and Training on Free ECE  ECE  ECE  ECE –––– 2007 2007 2007 2007    
In February this year a revised ECE Funding Handbook will be issued to all services in 
February 2007, and the Ministry of Education will be providing further information and 
training on implementation of Free ECE from February to May this year. The information 
sessions are a combination of web seminars, web conferences, and regional workshops, so 
services will be able to choose an option that suits you best. 
 
The Ministry is encouraging all eligible services to attend the training available over the next 
few months to assist them to make an informed decision about how Free ECE can work for 
each organisation and community. 

 

Option 1: Web Conferences 
Starting on the 7th February, online web conferences are available to assist services to work 
through the details of Free ECE without the hassle of travelling to a venue.  Each Web 
conference session will be lead by a Trainer and can have up to 6 participants joining from 
anywhere in New Zealand.   
 
There are 5 topics, so that participants can progress in a logical order from understanding the 
details of Free ECE to getting ready to claim Free ECE funding.  Each session provides 
opportunities to discuss Free ECE and what it means to you and/or your service. 

Session 1:     Understanding the Free ECE funding rules. 
Session 2:     Helping your parents understand Free ECE 



Session 3:     Making Free ECE work at your service 
Session 4:     Preparing to offer Free ECE 
Session 5:     Free ECE recordkeeping 
 

If you haven’t attended any training with the Ministry before, or are just starting to plan for 
Free ECE, the Ministry recommends that you complete all the sessions starting with Session 
1.  If you have attended any of the 2006 web conferences you may choose to start from 
session 3. 
 
For more information about each topic and to see session dates and times click 
here http://www.ecetraining.co.nz/calendar/default.asp?date=2007/2/28&recallCookie=1 
  
 

Option 2: Web Seminars (Webinars) – Free ECE Question and Answer 
Sessions 
These sessions are intended to provide a forum to answer some of the questions you may 
have about Free ECE and will be offered in two blocks; in late February and early April 2007.   
As with a web conference, webinars help you access information and answers about Free ECE 
via the internet without needing to travel.  However, in a webinar session you will connect 
with a larger group of participants and the trainer will present a short seminar which you will 
be able to listen to through an audio conference.  You will be able to interact with the trainer 
by typing questions, which are answered live during the session. 
  
Click here to see webinar dates and times  
http://www.ecetraining.co.nz/calendar/default.asp?date=2007/2/28&recallCookie=1 
  
What technology is needed? 
To participate in a web conference or webinar session you will need: 
D      A computer that can connect to the internet.  Broadband internet access is not 
 necessary, but would be beneficial. 
D      The use of a telephone to access the free audio conference while you are on the 
 computer.   
D      Two phone lines because you will need to be able to talk on the phone or cell-phone 
 while being connected to the internet.   
  
Option 3: Free ECE Regional Workshop series 
Beginning in March, the Ministry will be offering a series of regional workshops.     
  

Workshop 1:  Understanding Free ECE.  This workshop looks in detail at the funding rules for Free ECE, in 

particular how to claim funding, changes that Free ECE might bring to your income and costs and the 
key messages that will interest parents.  There will also be opportunities to review some examples of 
Free ECE in some service types.   Duration: 3hrs 

  
Workshop 2:  Getting ready to offer Free ECE.  In preparing to offer Free ECE your service will need to make 

a number of changes.  This workshop looks at the process of calculating the first claim for Free ECE 
funding, some ongoing budgeting tips, and the documents, forms and processes you will need in 
place to claim Free ECE funding. Duration: 3hrs 



To search for the date and time of a workshop near you click here. 
http://www.ecetraining.co.nz/calendar/default.asp?date=2007/3/28&recallCookie=1   

  
  
How to Sign Up? 
It is really easy to book a web conference or workshop 

  
1.     Go www.ecetraining.co.nz  
2.     Click ‘view our timetable’  
3.     Click on the session you want to book  
4.     Click ‘Add Booking’  
5.     Follow the instructions on screen to select your service and complete your booking 

  
Alternatively email your Name, ECE Service, Daytime Phone Number and preferred Sessions to 
ece.training@minedu.govt.nz or Phone our Training Co-ordinator on (04) 463 0922 
 
 

Information for parenInformation for parenInformation for parenInformation for parentstststs    
The Ministry of Education has produced a leaflet, copies of which were mailed out to services, 
the purpose of which was to inform parent users of how the Free policy would work for them. 
Some WCCCA members have however contacted WCCCA for assistance in informing parents 
about the issues. 
 
WCCCA has produced a flyer to assist with discussion at Management Committee and parent 
meetings. You can print off copies. (Click here to down load)  
  
  
  


